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*For alternate three-part arrangement, see Guitar/Vocal, p. 10.
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Performance Notes
TEXT: This communion processional song is a catena of verses from the New Testament empha-
sizing the notion of the Eucharist as an eschatological banquet. Sources for the refrain and verses
are as follows:

Refrain: I Corinthians 11:26
Verse 1: Matthew 18:20
Verse 2: Matthew 25:34b
Verse 3: Revelation 21:2
Verse 4: Revelation 21:3–4
Verse 5: Trinitarian Doxology

LITURGICAL USE: When We Eat This Bread is written to be used during the communion proces-
sion. The refrain is short enough to be memorized and sung as the assembly comes forward for
communion. The refrain may also be employed as a memorial acclamation in the Eucharistic
Prayer. Verses may be used in the communion procession as needed but the final verse should
always be the doxology.

MUSICAL INTERPRETATION: The keyboard accompaniment is written for the organ but may be
used with a piano with more “pulse” than sustained notes. The refrain may be sung twice upon
each recurrence: once in unison and once in harmony at the discretion of the director. The number
of verses is variable and depends upon the length of the communion procession. I recommend
using a twelve-string guitar with the lowest sounding string(s) tuned down one tone to D.

—M.J.

Guitar Charts
(D-tuning)
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When We Eat This Bread
for Kevin McDonough

(Guitar/Vocal)
Refrain based on 1 Corinthians 11:26
Verses based on Matthew 18:20; 25:34b; Revelation 21:2–4 Michael Joncas

Refrain text © 1973, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Verses text and music © 1981, 1982, Jan Michael Joncas Trust.

Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*Three-part vocal arrangement; for SATB, see Keyboard/Vocal, p. 2.

*Melody
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