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Canticle Of Zachary
Based on Luke 1:68-79

Adapted by James Quinn, SJ Michael Joncas
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Performance Notes

This is a metrical translation of the Gospel Canticle commonly called the Benedictus. At least the
first part of this canticle is distinctly Jewish and modeled after the prayers said at the circumcision
ceremony; indeed, the entire canticle is shot through with allusions to the Old Testament.

the canticle falls into two major sections: (1) the praise of God for faithfulness to the
uke 1:68-75); (2) the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy in the birth of
on, John the Baptizer (Luke 1:76-79).

addition it makes a fine anthem for the feasts of John the Baptizer and
ent season. I have also used it as an entrance or closing hymn in

Canticle Of Zachary



Canticle Of Zachary

B? TRUMPETI Michael Joncas

INTRO: Strong and march-like (J =ca. 112)
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B? TRUMPET II

INTRO: Strong and march-like (J =ca. 112)
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Canticle Of Zachary

(Guitar/Vocal)
Based on Luke 1:68-79
Adapted by James Quinn, SJ Michael Joncas

INTRO: Strong and march-like (J =ca. 112)
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3. blest for - ev - er - more. He __ vowed to
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5. walk the___ ways__ of peace, His name for
G D Bm Em  Am7 D
' | o :
| | | I d
— [ [— '
1. reigned __  as king And ___ ser - vant of the Lord. (to Verse 2)
3. all ___  our days In good - ness, love ___  and peace. (to Interlude)
5. more ___ be blestt, Who___  lives and loves ___  and saves.
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INTERLUDE: (after Verse 3)
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