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Performance Notes
This is a metrical translation of the Gospel Canticle commonly called the Benedictus. At least the
first part of this canticle is distinctly Jewish and modeled after the prayers said at the circumcision
ceremony; indeed, the entire canticle is shot through with allusions to the Old Testament.

Presently the canticle falls into two major sections: (1) the praise of God for faithfulness to the
Covenant (Luke 1:68–75); (2) the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy in the birth of
Zechariah’s son, John the Baptizer (Luke 1:76–79).

The Benedictus  is appointed for use as a responsorial psalm at Eucharist on Saturday of the 3rd
Week of Ordinary Time, Thursday of the 27th Week of Ordinary Time, and Monday of the 29th
Week of Ordinary Time. In addition it makes a fine anthem for the feasts of John the Baptizer and
his parents, or during Advent season. I have also used it as an entrance or closing hymn in
ordinary time. The Benedictus holds pride of place in the Liturgy of the Hours as the Gospel
Canticle for Morning Prayer.

The “Canticle Of Zachary” should be sung with vigor, as it is a straight-forward hymn-tune. I
recommend that the minor key sections be sung more softly than the major key sections. 

— M.J.
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