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Community of Christ
for the Diocese of Brentwood

(Racial Justice Sunday)

Bernadette Farrell
Shirley Erena Murray Descant by Craig Kingsbury
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Community of Christ
for the Diocese of Brentwood (Racial Justice Sunday)

(Guitar/Vocal)
Shirley Erena Murray Bernadette Farrell

Text © 1992, Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music © 2002, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*When guitar accompanies without keyboard, these chords can be placed on the previous beat (third of measure), and
**G (on beat 3) can replace Bm.
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Composer Notes
The diocese of Brentwood in Essex is a large and diverse group of parishes, both inner-city and rural. It is blessed
with many cultures, many races, many opportunities. I was invited to write a hymn for the diocesan celebration of
Racial Justice Sunday. The intention was to unite everyone in one common mission. For the text of this hymn I
chose the powerful words of Shirley Erena Murray, for they are an uncompromising call to action. “Live out your
creed and risk your life for God” is her challenge. This is how our faith becomes real, when we live it out
collectively. The Scriptures tell us that the kingdom of God is not just words, it is power (1 Corinthians 4:20).

Whether singing in cathedral or canteen (cafeteria), keep the tune joyful and rhythmic, full of energy and life.
Teach it simply, with voice alone (singing to “la”). The accompaniment can be grand or simple. The keyboard
part moves along harmonically, with strong movement—purposefully. If you’re accompanying with organ,
register creatively and build to the end, to the final “forevermore!”. When accompanying with guitar on its own
(which can be just as effective), you might want to adapt or simplify the chord progressions.

—Bernadette Farrell

For reprint permission, please contact:
Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188

and OCP Publications: Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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