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Composer Notes
St. Joseph’s Pastoral Centre in London has served adults and children with special needs for over
twenty-five years. The staff and volunteers of the Centre, with amazing joy and creative energy,
provide a network of support and a space that is radically inclusive. The Centre’s logo of four
connected hearts represents faith, hope, love and justice.

In 2002 the Centre celebrated its Silver Jubilee. The liturgy for the event was prepared by a special
group of leaders and residents. To find a theme, they prayed and reflected on the Gospels of
Advent. “We are waiting to welcome Jesus” was the chosen message. I was asked to take the
theme and provide them with a musical setting of it for their celebration. The tune had to be 
simple and lively in character. Originally intended for the Gathering Rite, in the end we found it
very adaptable for other moments in the liturgy as well. Feel free to shape it to your own needs—
sing it as written with verses, or use the refrain on its own as a response, or repeat the refrain as an
ostinato. Your choice.

—Bernadette Farrell
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for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
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be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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