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A Gentle Shepherd
Assembly, Cantor, SATB Choir, Descant, Keyboard and Guitar

Based on Jeremiah 23:3–6 Gerard Chiusano
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Text based on Jeremiah 23:3–6. © 2001, Gerard Chiusano. Published by OCP Publications, 
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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For reprint permissions, please visit OneLicense.net or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.

Performance Notes
The refrain of A Gentle Shepherd is inspired by the images contained in Jeremiah 23:3–6 and 
alludes to the “Good Shepherd” passage of John 10. In the Jeremiah passage, God promises to 
rescue Israel from the “bad” shepherds—the kings who had brought harm and division—and to 
anoint good shepherds, under whom Israel will prosper and flourish. The promise of a new king 
for Israel foreshadows the coming of the Messiah, who will make Israel whole again.

This scripture is proclaimed on the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time of Year B. A Gentle 
Shepherd is suitable for that and for other liturgies with the scriptural theme of shepherd, as well 
as for funerals and celebrations of anointing. The messianic imagery also makes it appropriate for 
use during Advent.
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