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The King Shall Come
When Morning Dawns
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Performance Notes
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns, translated by John Brownlie from an anonymous
Greek hymn, speaks of the day when Christ will return. The text praises that day as being
unsurpassed in beauty, even when compared to the historical events of Christ’s birth and
resurrection. During Advent, Christians await not only the memorial of Christ’s birth at Christmas,
but also, more importantly, look forward to his return in glory.

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns is an attempt to breathe new life into this classic text,
commonly sung to the 19th-century tune MORNING SONG. I have composed a new tune—
intended for choir not assembly—and made a setting that hopefully portrays the majesty and
beauty of the text. Obviously meant for use during Advent, The King Shall Come When Morning
Dawns could be sung as a call to worship, as a solo choral piece during the preparation of gifts, or
for a lessons and carols service. It is also appropriate for the Solemnity of Christ the King.
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