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The Friendly Beasts
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*Verses may be performed in groups of two before returning to the Refrain, as recorded (edition 11962).
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Assembly Edition
THE FRIENDLY BEASTS

Traditional
Adapted by Carey Landry

Arrangement © 2002, Carey Landry. Published by OCP Publications, 
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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4.  “I,”said the dove from the rafters high,
     “I cooed him to sleep that he should not cry,
     we cooed him to sleep, my mate and I.”
     “I,” said the dove from the rafters high.

5.  “I,” said the camel, yellow and black,
     “over the desert upon my back,
     I brought him a gift in the wise man‘s pack.”
     “I,” said the camel, yellow and black.

6.  Thus ev‘ry beast by some good spell,
     in the stable dark was glad to tell
     of the gift he gave Emanuel,
     the gift he gave Emanuel.

Verses
1.  “I,”said the donkey, shaggy and brown,
     “I carried his mother up hill and down,
     I carried her safely to Bethlehem town.”
     “I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown.

2.  “I,” said the cow, all white and red,
     “I gave him my manger for his bed,
     I gave him my hay to pillow his head.”
     “I,” said the cow, all white and red.

3.  “I,” said the sheep with curly horn,
     “I gave him my wool for his blanket warm.
     He wore my coat on Christmas morn.”
     “I,”said the sheep with curly horn.

Performance Notes
After singing The Friendly Beasts in the traditional way for many years, I saw an opportunity to give it
a delightful twist by doing the verses in “rap” style. I am very pleased with the arrangement on the
recording. Children take great delight in doing the rap verses. This is more of a performance piece
than a liturgical song, and may be used as part of a pre-Mass program on Christmas Eve or as one of
the songs in a Christmas pageant.
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