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Performance Notes

The Ursuline Sisters of Jesus are an inspiring group of women. They work quietly alongside those
whom the world would otherwise prefer to forget. For their special bicentenary liturgy they asked
me to write a piece of music that would somehow encapsulate and celebrate their particular
charism: Christ incarnate among his people. For some reason, the text of St. Patrick’s Breastplate
came to mind. And it was from there that I drew initial inspiration for the text. At the celebration
we used the song for the Gathering. The assembly picked up the refrain easily after the first
hearing, accompanied by huge pipe organ and brass. The occasion seemed to call for this. But at
other times we’ve sung with guitar and penny whistle, and had just as much fun!
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Christ Beside Us

for the 2002 Bicentenary Celebration of the Ursuline Sisters of Jesus

(Guitar/Vocal)
Bernadette Farrell
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