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Let All Who Thirst
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*Solo Instrument II starts here after Verse 1 and plays Verses 2 and 3 only.

SOLO INSTRUMENT II (Viola) Dan Schutte
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Let All Who Thirst
(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Isaiah 55 Dan Schutte
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Performance Notes
When the liturgy was in Latin, readings were often chanted, especially on solemn feast days. We seldom
sing readings nowadays, but this can be an effective method of varying the way that the words of scripture
are proclaimed. Let All Who Thirst is a musical setting of the reading from Isaiah 55 and is designed to be
sung in place of the spoken reading. This can allow people to hear the scripture in an entirely new way, as
well as adding variety to the rhythm of the vigil service of the word.

There are a variety of ways this piece could be presented. The simplest is to have a reader/cantor sing this
setting as a solo piece. Another possibility is to begin with a verse or two by a cantor and then have SAB
choir sing the final verses. Another alternative is to have a reader begin with spoken text and gradually
transition into the musical setting. While using this sung reading, it might be most appropriate to follow
with a period of silence as our response, rather than singing a psalm response.

Allow the song to build. The recording demonstrates an arrangement where the piece begins with a cantor.
The next verse is performed by choir men and women singing in unison. The final verse is done as an SAB
choral arrangement.

—Dan Schutte
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