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Come, O Lord

Composer’s Notes
The Lectionary for Mass (#173) gives us the option, if we judge it pastorally helpful for the
participation of the assembly, to use the designated Common Psalm instead of the one prescribed
for that particular Sunday. This is an important option to consider. There are some who argue that
it is impossible for a person to prayerfully experience the meaning of a psalm in only one hearing.
For this reason, they suggest singing the same psalm over a number of weeks, thereby allowing
the words and images to become familiar and get inside us. This particular piece is a setting of
Psalm 25, one of the Common Psalms for Advent. It can be used throughout the Sundays of
Advent.

It is important to allow the simplicity of this setting to shine through. Give the piece time to grow
and develop. Start simply and add various elements with each refrain. The verses can be sung by a
cantor or by choir. As with any responsorial psalm setting, it is of utmost importance that the text
of the verses is articulated clearly—otherwise those listening cannot enter into the prayer of the
psalm.

Parts for woodwinds and strings are available from OCP, edition 70441. If you decide to use this
setting throughout Advent, you can use these instrumental parts to add variety over the four
weeks.

—Dan Schutte
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