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God, My Savior
Assembly, Cantor, SAB Choir, Keyboard, and Guitar

Dan Schutte
Based on Luke 1:46–56 Melody adapted from Salve Mater Misericordiae
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Performance Notes
The beautiful plainchant Salve Mater Misericordiae was the musical inspiration for this piece. The text is
based on the Magnificat from the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:46–55), suggesting that this piece is most
appropriate for any of the feasts of Mary. As mentioned earlier, there are three of these that fall within the
Advent/Christmas season. It is set in refrain-verse form, making it especially appropriate for assembly use
and very useful as a Communion processional piece.

You will notice on the recording that the first refrain has a chant-like quality. It is not meant to be strictly
metered. But at the end of the first refrain the meter changes to 4/4 and the tempo changes. At this point the
accompaniment becomes much more fluid. It is this flowing, eighth note accompaniment that forms the
foundation of the piece. The singing is like a ship that is being supported by the moving waves of notes by
the keyboard or guitar. If the verses are sung by a choir in parts, it is important that the singing continues to
flow and does not become rigid and plodding.

Parts for solo cello and violins are in the Instrument Packet (OCP 70428).
—Dan Schutte
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Assembly Edition
GOD, MY SAVIOR

Salve Mater Misericordiae
Adapted by Dan Schutte

Text: Based on Luke 1:46–56. Text and music © 2003, Daniel L. Schutte.
Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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