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THE LOWLY CHILD
Charles S. Brown, 1899 Derek Healey
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The overall feel of “The Lowly Child” should be that of a simple Mediterranean folk carol
with a bagpipe introduction and ritornello. A gentle 6/8 lilt pervades the work, which
should be performed in a relaxed, unpretentious manner.

As far as is possible, the vocal tone should be warm and simple, even childlike. It is also
important that the first soprano’s entries on the high E should be made without tension.
Care should also be taken to ensure that the voices balance each other, particularly in
the final verse.

The right-hand melody of the four-measure organ (keyboard) introduction, interlude and
ending could alternatively be performed on a solo instrument such as oboe, violin,
recorder or even a trumpet (if transposed). If this is the case, the organ should not double
the solo instrument and also the instrument should not be used during the verses.

—Derek Healey
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