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Salve, Regina (A Litany to Mary)

Composer Notes
In composing “Salve, Regina,” we wanted to create a litany for Mary that could be used on Marian
feasts throughout the school year, and decided to draw on a portion of the traditional Latin chant
Salve, Regina. This is such a beautiful melody that we wanted to capture it in this litany. 
This piece begins with a slow and haunting opening that then surprisingly breaks into an upbeat
mantra-like chant of “Holy Mary, pray for us!” We decided to use phrases of the existing
traditional Litany of Mary such as “Seat of Wisdom” and “Queen of Angels” and give those to the
cantor, overlapping the assembly’s repeating petitions. Then we added an additional cantor part in
Spanish, echoing the English lyrics. Special thanks to Pedro Rubalcava for help with the Spanish
pronunciations and to Father Giles Pater for answering our questions about Gregorian Chant and
Latin pronunciations. “Salve, Regina” can be used during the school year and in the parish on
feasts of Mary, including Crowning of the Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

—Mark Friedman and Janet Vogt
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