
Hurt No Living Thing
Verses 1, 2: Christina Rossetti
Verse 3: Jack Miffleton
Refrain: Based on Psalm 100:1; Psalm 98:7 Jack Miffleton
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HURT NO LIVING THING, cont. (2)
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HURT NO LIVING THING, cont. (3)
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Composer Notes
Hurt No Living Thing
The Creator has given human beings the responsibility of caring for other living beings and for all
of creation. This song is based on a poem by Christina Rossetti (1830–1894) that makes this point
in a profound but childlike way. Her poetry in this song will add to a celebration of Earth Day on
April 22. Consider it for October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron of animals and
the environment. In the dialogue of Jesus with the Pharisees, we learn that it was taken for granted
in his day that people should take care of their animals, even on the Sabbath (Luke 13:15, 14:5).

Assembly Edition
HURT NO LIVING THING

Jack Miffleton

Text: Verses 1 and 2, Christina Rossetti; verse 3, Jack Miffleton; refrain based on Psalm 100:1; Psalm 98:7. 
Music, verse 3 and refrain text © 2005, Jack Miffleton. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 

All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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