
When I Asked the Cherry Tree
Inspired by “Cherry Blossoms” Jack Miffleton
by Matsuo Basho, 1644–1694 Keyboard accompaniment by Janet Vogt
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WHEN I ASKED THE CHERRY TREE, cont. (2)
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Composer Notes
When I Asked the Cherry Tree
The earth speaks to us of God’s presence and continuing creation. This brief song has a punch line
that shows a child how God is alive in the world and communicates in many wonderful and
surprising ways. This song inspired some of my upper level students to write short poems with a
similar message. Here is one of my favorites, using a Haiku style (5-7-5):

“Snow, God’s frozen tears
Children play, happy laughter
Sunshine, God laughs too!”
—Andre Prine, age 12
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Assembly Edition
WHEN I ASKED THE CHERRY TREE

Jack Miffleton

Text: Inspired by “Cherry Blossoms’ by Matsuo Basho, 1644–1694. Text and music © 2005, Jack Miffleton. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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