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HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD (Organ/Choral), cont. (2)
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HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD (Organ/Choral), cont. (3)
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HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD (Organ/Choral), cont. (4)
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HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD (Organ/Choral), cont. (5)
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HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD (Organ/Choral), cont. (6)
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Composer Notes
How Can We Sing with Joy to God
This hymn by Father Brian Foley presents an eloquent and profound text with a very personal
question in the first stanza, one which all singers—all worshippers—have to answer. Like a
“Lament” psalm, though, the hymn ends on a note of hope and praise, contrasting our sinfulness
with God’s forgiveness. The choral arrangement emphasizes this change, and the “praise” sung in
successive voices should be given great emphasis. This was composed as a unison congregational
hymn; it could also be sung as a choral anthem.

—Stephen Dean

Assembly Editions
HOW CAN WE SING WITH JOY TO GOD

Stephen Dean

Text: Brian Foley, © 1971, Faber Music, Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 1998, Stephen Dean.
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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