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HOLY GIFTS (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (2)
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HOLY GIFTS (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (3)
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HOLY GIFTS (Keyboard/Choral), cont. (4)
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HOLY GIFTS (Guitar/Vocal), cont. (2)
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Composer Notes
Holy Gifts
Since the fourth century, eastern liturgies have contained the words Sancta sanctis, “holy things
for holy people,” as the sacrament is shown to the people immediately before Communion. A
typical response was “One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father.”
Translated as “The gifts of God for the people of God,” it is also found in the Book of Common
Prayer of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America. This processional chant for
Communion extends the idea in the response and adds verses which begin with an allusion to 
1 Corinthians 11:23, “I received from the Lord what I handed on to you,” and continues with our
present understanding of what Communion is and what it implies for our conduct. The singing
should be strong and confident, but the ending quiet, so that a period of silence can follow
Communion.

—Stephen Dean

Assembly Edition
HOLY GIFTS 

Stephen Dean
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