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Be Merciful
(Psalm 51)

Assembly, Cantor, Unison Choir, Keyboard, and Guitar
Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6, 12–13, 17 Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup
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Be Merciful
(Psalm 51)
(Guitar/Vocal)

Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6, 12–13, 17 Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup
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*Refrain with first ending may be played as an Intro.

Our Blessing-Cup
(Psalm 116)

Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16bc, 17–18 Janèt Sullivan Whitaker
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#

#

#

#

#

#

#

œ

1.
 

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ

cup of sal-va - tion I will

.œ

j

œ

œ œ œ œ

E

œ

œ

œ œ ˙

œ œ
‰

œ œ œ

take up, and I will

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Bm

œ œ œn
œ

˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

call up - on the name of the

˙
˙

˙˙n

n
œ œ œ

Cmaj7

œn œn œ
œn

˙

D.C.

D.C.

˙ œ

LORD.

˙

˙ œ

Bsus4 B7

œ

œ œ

œ

œSA
M

PL
E
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup

&

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

VERSE 2: Cantor

œ

2.

 
 

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Pre - cious in the eyes of the

j

œ

œ j

œ .œ

j

œ

E

œ

œ

œ
œ

.˙ œ œ

LORD is the

j

œ

œ
j

œ
œ œ œ

A

œ

œ

˙

œ œ œ .œ

j

œ

death of his faith - ful

˙
˙

˙

.œ

j

œ

G#m

œ
œ

œ

œ ˙

˙ œ œ
œ

3

ones. I am your

˙
˙

˙

œ

œ

œ
œ

3
A B

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

&

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

œ

2.

 
 

œ

‰ j

œ œ œ œ

3

ser-vant, the son of your

œ œ

‰ j

œ œ œ œ

3

C#m

œ

œ

œ

œ ˙

œ

œ

Œ

œ œ

hand - maid; you have

œ
œœ ˙

œ œ

C#m/B

œ œ

œ
œ ˙

œn
œ

˙

loosed my bonds.

œn
œ

˙

C

œn
œ

œn œ ˙

D.C.

D.C.

˙ Œ

˙

˙ œ

Bsus4 B

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

&

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

VERSE 3: Cantor

œ

3.
 
 

œ œ

j

œ .œ

you will I of-fer

.œ

J

œ

j

œ .œ

E

œ

œ

œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

3

sac - ri - fice of thanks -

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

‰

œ
œ œ

3
Amaj7

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ .˙

giv - ing,

j

œ

œ

j

œ œ œ

C#m

œ

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ

‰

œ œ œ

and I will

‰

œ œ œ

A

œ

œSA
M

PL
E
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup

&

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

œ

3.
 
 

œ œ œ

call up - on the

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

œ œ
œ

˙

name of the LORD.

œ œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

E

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

.œ

J

œ œ œ
œ

œn

My vows to the

.

.

.

œ

œ
œn J

œ œ

œ
œ

Bm

œ
œn

œ

œ œ œ œ

œ
œn œ

LORD I will

˙

C

œn œn œ
œn

&

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

œ

3.
 
 

œ œN

pay in the

œn
œ œ œn

˙

j

œ
.œ œ œn œ

3

pres - ence of all his

˙
˙
˙n

œ œn œ

3

D/C

œn œn œ œ
˙

œn .˙

peo - ple.

˙

˙
˙

a

n œ

œ

œ

3

Eaug E

œ

œ

œ œ ˙

D.C. al fine

D.C. al fine

˙ Œ

˙

˙ œ

Bsus4 B

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

SA
M

PL
E
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&

#

#

#

#

4

4

*REFRAIN (q = ca. 85) 1st time: Cantor, All repeat; thereafter: All

œ œ

A/B

Our

œ œ œ œ œ œ

E

bless - ing - cup is a com -
œ

˙ œ œ

A

mun - ion with the

&

#

#

#

#

.œ

j

œ ˙

C

Blood of Christ.

˙

Ó

D.C.

1

Ó Œ

Bsus4 B

.œ

j

œ ˙

C

Blood of Christ.

˙

Ó

to Verse 1

2
B

∑

3

.œ

j

œ ˙

C

Blood of Christ.

to Verse 2

˙

Ó

B

&

#

#

#

#

4

.œ

j

œ ˙

C

Blood of Christ.

to Verse 3

.˙

‰

j

œ

3.
 
 

B

To

Final

.œ

j

œ ˙

C

Blood of Christ.

.˙

Œ Ó . Œ

E Am6
Fine

∑

E

&

#

#

#

#

VERSE 1: Cantor

œ

1.
 

œ œ œ œ œ

3E

How shall I make a re -

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Amaj7

turn to the LORD for all the

œ œ œ
.œ

j

œ

C#m C#m/B

good he has done for

.˙

‰ j

œ

A

me? The

&

#

#

#

#

œ

1.
 

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ

E

cup of sal - va - tion I will

œ œ
‰

œ œ œ

B m

take up, and I will

œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

Cmaj7

call up - on the name of the

D.C.
˙ œ

Bsus4 B7

LORD.

&

#

#

#

#

VERSE 2: Cantor

œ

2.

 
 

œ œ œ œ œ œ

E

Pre-cious in the eyes of the

.˙ œ œ

A

LORD is the

œ œ œ .œ

j

œ

G#m

death of his faith - ful

˙ œ œ
œ

3
A B

ones. I am your

&

#

#

#

#

œ

2.

œ

‰ j

œ œ œ œ

3
C#m

ser - vant, the son of your

œ

œ

Œ

œ œ

C#m/B

hand - maid; you have

œn
œ

˙

C

loosed my bonds.

D.C.
˙ Œ

Bsus4 B

Refrain text © 1968, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Verses text © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD. All rights reserved.
Used with permission. Music © 2006, Janèt Sullivan Whitaker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*Refrain with first ending may be played as an Intro.

Our Blessing-Cup
(Psalm 116)

(Guitar/Vocal)

Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16bc, 17–18 Janèt Sullivan Whitaker

SA
M

PL
E
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Be Merciful/Our Blessing-Cup

&

#

#

#

#

VERSE 3: Cantor

œ

3.
 
 

œ œ

j

œ .œ

E

you will I of - fer

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

3
Amaj7

sac - ri - fice of thanks -

œ

œ .˙

C#m

giv - ing,

‰

œ œ œ

A

and I will

&

#

#

#

#

œ

3.
 
 

œ œ œ

call up - on the

œ œ
œ

˙

E

name of the LORD.

.œ

J

œ œ œ
œ

œn

B m

My vows to the

œ
œn œ

C

LORD I will

&

#

#

#

#

œ

3.
 
 

œ œN

pay in the

j

œ
.œ œ œn œ

3
D/C

pres - ence of all his

œn œ ˙

Eaug E

peo - ple.

D.C. al fine
˙ Œ

Bsus4 B

SA
M

PL
E
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Assembly Edition
BE MERCIFUL

(Psalm 51)

Janèt Sullivan Whitaker

Text: Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6, 12–13, 17. Refrain text © 1968, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Verses text © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

Music © 2006, Janèt Sullivan Whitaker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.

&
b

b

b

b

4

4

Refrain: 1st time: Cantor, All repeat; thereafter: All

œ

Be

œ œ ˙
œ

mer - ci - ful, O

˙ œ œ œ œ

Lord, for we have
w

sinned.
˙

Œ

&
b

b

b

b

œ

Be

œ œ ˙
œ

mer - ci - ful, O

˙ œ œ œ œ

Lord, for we have

w

sinned.

∑

&
b

b

b

b

Verse 1

1.

‰ œn œ œ
œ œ œ œ

Have mer - cy on me, O God

œ œ œ œn œ

in your good-ness;

Œ œn œ

in the

&
b

b

b

b

1.

œ
œ œ œ œ

3

great-ness of your com -

j

œn
.œ œ œ œ

œ

pas -sion wipe out my of -

˙n Œ œ œ œ

fense. Thor-ough-ly

&
b

b

b

b

1.

œ

œ œ œ ˙

wash me from my guilt

‰ œ œ œ

˙

and of my sin
œ

.˙

cleanse me.

to Refrain

Ó .

&
b

b

b

b

Verse 2

2.

‰ œn œ œ
œ œ œ œ

For I ac - know - ledge my of -

˙ Œ œn œ

3

fense, and my

˙
œn

œ

sin is be -

&
b

b

b

b

2.

œ œn œ œ

fore me al - ways.

‰
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

“A - gainst you on - ly have I

&
b

b

b

b

2.

.œ

j

œ œ œ œ

sinned, and done what is

œ œ ˙ œ œ

e - vil in your
w

sight.”

to Refrain

Ó .

SA
M

PL
E



15

Assembly Edition
BE MERCIFUL (Continued)

&
b

b

b

b

Verse 3

3.

Œ ‰

J

œ œ œ œn

3

A clean heart cre -

œ œ œ

œ

ate for me, O

wn

God,

∑ Œ œ œ œ œ

and a stead-fast

&
b

b

b

b

3.

J

œ

œ

j

œ

.œ

j

œn

spir - it re - new with -

œ .˙

in me.

Ó

œ œ

Cast me

œ œ œ œ

not out from your

&
b

b

b

b

3.

œ

˙ œ œ

pres - ence, and your
œ œn ˙

œ

Ho - ly Spir - it
œ œ

.œ

j

œ

take not from

w

me.

to Refrain

˙
Œ

&
b

b

b

b

Verse 4

4.

œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ

Give me back the joy of your sal -

œ

œ ˙

œ œ

va - tion, and a

&
b

b

b

b

4.

œ œ

j

œ œn

J

œ œ œ

will - ing spir - it sus - tain in

˙ Œ

œ

me. O

˙n œ œ œ

3

Lord, o - pen my

&
b

b

b

b

4.

˙n Œ

œ œ

lips, and my

œ œ œ .œ

j

œ

3

mouth shall pro - claim your

w

praise.

to Refrain

Ó .

SA
M
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E
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&
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#

#

#
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&
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#

#

1,
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œ

j

œ
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B
lo

o
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o
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C
h
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.

˙

Ó
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 t

o
 R
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 t
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  V
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Ó
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(
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3,
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, F
in
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.
œ

j

œ
˙

B
lo

o
d

o
f

C
h

ri
st

.

(
  
 )

to
  V

er
se

s 
2,

3
(F

in
e)

.
˙

‰
‰

&

#

#

#

#

Ve
rs

e 
1

1.

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

3

H
o

w
sh

al
l

I
m

ak
e

a
re

-

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

tu
rn

to
th

e
LO

R
D

fo
r

al
l

th
e

&

#

#

#

#

1.

œ
œ

œ
.

œ

j

œ

g
o

o
d

h
e

h
as

d
o

n
e

fo
r

.
˙

‰
j

œ

m
e?

T
h

e
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

cu
p

o
f

sa
l-

va
-t

io
n

I
w

ill

&

#

#

#

# 1.

œ
œ

‰

œ
œ

œ

ta
ke

u
p

,
an

d
I

w
ill

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
n

ca
ll

u
p

-o
n

th
e

n
am

e
o

f
th

e

to
 R

ef
ra

in
.

˙

LO
R

D
.

&

#

#

#

#

Ve
rs

e 
2

2.

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

Pr
e

-
ci

o
u

s
in

th
e

ey
es

o
f

th
e

.
˙

œ
œ

LO
R

D
is

th
e

œ
œ

œ

d
ea

th
o

f
h

is

&

#

#

#

# 2.

.
œ

j

œ

fa
it

h
-

fu
l

˙
œ

œ
œ

3

o
n

es
.

I
am

yo
u

r

œ
œ

‰
j

œ
œ

œ
œ

3

se
r

-
va

n
t,

th
e

so
n

o
f

yo
u

r

&

#

#

#

#

2.

œ

œ

Œ

œ
œ

h
an

d
-m

ai
d

;
yo

u
h

av
e

œ
n

œ

˙

lo
o

se
d

m
y

b
o

n
d

s.

to
 R

ef
ra

in

˙
Œ

&

#

#

#

#

Ve
rs

e 
3

j

œ

3.
To

œ
œ

œ

j

œ
.

œ

yo
u

w
ill

I
o

f-
fe

r

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

3

sa
c

-r
i-

fi
ce

o
f

th
an

ks
-

œ

œ
.

˙

g
iv

-i
n

g
,

&

#

#

#

#

3.‰

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

an
d

I
w

ill
ca

ll
u

p
-o

n
th

e

œ
œ

œ

˙

n
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e
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f
th

e
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R
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Jœ
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th
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&

#

#

#

#

3.

œ
œ

n
œ

LO
R

D
I

w
ill

œ
œ

œ

p
ay

in
th

e

j

œ
.

œ
œ

œ
n

œ

3

p
re

s
-e

n
ce

o
f

al
l

h
is

œ
n

.
˙

p
eo

-p
le
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 R
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˙
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