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The Lord Is My Light (Psalm 27)

(Guitar/Vocal)
Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 89, 13-14 Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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The Lord Is My Shepherd (Psalm 23)

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b—4, 5,6

INTRO (o = ca. 84)

Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Composer Notes

The Lord Is My Light

In this setting of Psalm 27, the faces of God’s pilgrim people are lifted up to the light of
redemption and hope. In this light, we find our courgge to wait for the Lord; we also find our
reason for rejoicing. The verses of Jllis ps setti call for freedom, energy, and relaxed
animation. Combining tambourine (@lshakcill with flle piano accompaniment can produce a
Latin flavor, which can bring the wjilicome larmthjllif sunshine to the Lenten weeks of late
winter and early spring.

The Lord Is My Shepherd

This piece was conceived in direct contradiction t@limy belief that the Church already had
more settings of Psalm 23 than were leading music for the funeral of a well-
loved monsignor in our diocese, I was overwhelmed by the profound tenderness with which
the gathering of our priests sang the 0 Joseph Gelineau’s timeless “The Lord Is My
Shepherd.” It was the sound of my oices, raised in loving devotion and priestly
solidarity, that echoed in my heart e home that day. By the time I reached my
driveway, I was humming the refra jpo_As the verses took shape, I knew they
would require a voice with warml¥ pherd-like qualities. Fortunately, Paul
Hillebrand was available and gracious enough to travel to California to sing for the recording.
In doing so, he fully realized the ess psalm.

e Church when she celebrates the RCIA
astertide and on various Sundays in
se for the funeral rite, this psalm is also
as a responsorial psalm for ordinations

The beautiful image of the Good Shepher
second scrutiny, returning in the middle wee
Ordinary Time. In addition to its tradji
appropriate for use as a Communio
and first Communion liturgies.

—Janet Sullivan Whitaker

The Lord Is MyLight (Psalm 27)/The Lord Is My Shepherd (Psalm 23)



The Lord Is My Shepherd (Psalm 23)

(Guitar/Vocal)
Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b4, 5,6 Janet Sullivan Whitaker
INTRO (o = ca. 84)
Capo1: (G) (Dsus4) (D) (Em) (G/D)
" Ab Ebsus4 Eb Fm Ab/Eb
b y /— 1 1 1 E——— —
P07 o o o o P # & o o ——
A\$) * \ o } \ i o o
) (Keyboard)
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o =
—
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% REFRAIN: 1st time: Cantor, All repeat; §ilreafter: All
(C/D) G (Dsus4) (D) (Em) (G/D) ©
Db/Eb Ab Ebsus4 Eb Fm Ab/Eb Db
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Refrain text © 1968, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Verses text © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD.
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 2006, Janét Sullivan Whitaker.
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