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Ash Wednesday ABC: Psalm 95:8
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Lenten Gospel Acclamation

(Guitar/Vocal)
Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Wash Me Clean

Refrain based on Psalm 51 Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Composer Notes

Lenten Gospel Acclamation

It was a brief fantasy of mine to name this collection Lent in the Major Key, but that would
have required me to exclude some perfectly useable songs in minor keys. Sing this acclamation
with joyous enthusiasm. It is a song of praise, lifted up to greet the Word that is our salvation
story. Cantors: use the spaces in the verses to insert your own ad-lib verse material. (Be sure
to work it out ahead of time. Don’t just wing it!)

Wash Me Clean

The Church is hardly lacking in slow, minor key songs for Lent. This is not'one of them. This
piece sings of the bright, hopeful, joyous side of returning to our Ged with alliour heatt. It can
be an effective piece to accompany the arduous exercises of the"'RCEA scrutinies. Another
good use for this piece is in communal penance servicesgas a kind of ‘contemporary
examination of conscience. The choral parts in the verses £an easily draw in the assembly and
bring out a litanic sensibility. In some parishes in my home diocese, the assembly sings these
“background vocal” parts right along with the choir, On the recording, we employed a
standard gospel SAT voicing. The published version includes traditional four-part texture.

—Janet Sullivan Whitaker

Lenten Gospel Acclamation/Wash Me Clean
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