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Abide, O Spirit of Life

Composer Notes
The text for “Abide, O Spirit of Life” is adapted by the catechist and author Bill Huebsch
from a prayer attributed to St. Isidore of Seville. According to Huebsch, the prayer was
used for church councils in Seville (7th century), and before each session of Vatican I
(1869–70) and each meeting of Vatican II. 

Presented here in a setting designed for confirmation, the arrangement includes band, sax,
and vocal improvisation, all of which make this contemporary setting of a 1,400-year-old
prayer come very much alive today—for youth and for the young of heart! As with all of
the music found in the collection Endless Is Your Love, simpler resources can work as well.

The dotted rhythm is the key to keeping the song together and fresh.  [This is really a rock
song in the style of Tom Petty!] Use it as a song for dismissal at a youth mass or any
situation needing an upbeat “song of the Spirit” for the assembly and a band. 

—Tom Kendzia
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Assembly Edition
ABIDE, O SPIRIT OF LIFE

Tom Kendzia

Text © 1999, Bill Huebsch. Music © 2006, Tom Kendzia. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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œ

œ

Spir - it

&

#

#

œ œ

of life!

˙

Œ

œ

A -

˙ ˙

bide, O

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

.˙

œ ˙
Ó

&

#

#

1-3

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

˙

Ó

to Verses3 Final

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

˙

Œ

&

#

# .
.

.

.

œ

A -

Sing 4 times

˙ œ

œ

bide in us,

˙ ˙

O

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

(Fine)

˙

Œ

&

#

#

1.

Verse 1

Ó

œ
œ

We stand

.˙ œ

firm, here

.˙
œ

be -

.˙ œ

fore you

˙ œ
œ

With our

&

#

#

1.

œ œ œ œ

weak-ness and long -

œ œ ˙

ing for

w

you.

˙

œ œ

We are

.˙ œ

bound to

&

#

#

1.

˙
œ

œ

love one an -

˙ œ œ

oth - er.

.˙
œ

A -

˙ ˙

bide, O

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

&

#

#

1.

.˙

œ w œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

w

3 to Refrain

Ó Œ

SA
M
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&

#

#

2.

Verse 2

Ó

œ
œ

We

œ œ œ œ

ask you to guide

˙ œ œ

all our

.˙ œ

ac - tions

˙ œ
œ

And to

&

#

#

2.

œ œ œ œ

show us the path

œ œ ˙

we should

w

walk.

˙

œ œ

We de -

.˙ œ

sire to

&

#

#

2.

˙
œ

œ

know what will

˙ œ œ

please you.

.˙
œ

A -

˙ ˙

bide, O

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

&

#

#

2.

.˙

œ w œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

w

3 to Refrain

Ó Œ

&

#

#

3.

Verse 3

Ó

œ
œ

May we

˙ œ œ

walk to - geth -

˙ œ œ

er in

.˙ œ

jus - tice;

˙ œ
œ

Teach us

&

#

#

3.

œ œ œ œ

wis-dom, u - nite

œ œ ˙

all our

w

hearts.

˙

œ œ

May your

˙ œ œ

grace be here

&

#

#

3.

˙
œ

œ

now to

˙ œ œ

guide us.

.˙
œ

A -

˙ ˙

bide, O

œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

&

#

#

3.

.˙

œ w œ œ œ œ

Spir - it of life!

w

3 to Refrain

Ó Œ

SA
M

PL
E


