Lord of the Dance

for Marian Gaynor and the Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow, Ireland

Shaker Melody, 19th century
Adapted by Sydney B. Carter
Sydney B. Carter, 1915-2004 Arranged by Tom Kendzia
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Lord of the Dance

for Marian Gaynor and the Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow, Ireland

(Guitar/Vocal)
Shaker Melody, 19th century
Adapted by Sydney B. Carter
Sydney B. Carter, 1915-2004 Arranged by Tom Kendzia
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Composer Notes

This arrangement/recording of “Lord of the Dance” combines the color of Celtic instruments
with the multiple modulations typical of spirituals and gospel music. The traditional tune and
wonderful Sydney Carter text are a particularly joyous combination to be sung as a “sending
forth” during the Easter Season.

After the singing, instrumentalists are encouraged to improvise further. The three recorded
instrumental postludes display a traditional Irish reel, an American “rag” in the
Copland, and a pastoral setting of the tune. Explore these and other ideas in
Easter Joy!
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