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Composer Notes
“If You Love Me” was written for the rite of Christian initiation (RCIA) and the rite of 
ordination of deacons. The RCIA entails rituals throughout Lent, hence this piece’s inclusion in 
a Lenten collection. The rite of ordination of deacons may also occur in Lent. While the 
refrain’s strong theme of discipleship lends itself to any Sunday of the Church year, the text of 
Psalm 16, “You will not leave my soul among the dead,” has definite resonances during Lent. 
The mention of the Lord as “portion and cup” is especially strong in reference to the diaconate 
and the inheritance of the Levitical priesthood. If this piece is used for the rite of election, 
the short instrumental interlude after each refrain works well during the naming of the 
catechumens.

“The Greatest among You” was written for a priest’s twenty-fifth anniversary of ordination, and 
the text has strong themes of discipleship and ministry. This textual focus allows the song to 
work well for ordination and commissioning celebrations. It is also ideal for use on Holy 
Thursday during the Washing of the Feet. We have tried various vocal arrangements, but given 
its wide range and the melody’s somewhat complex character, I usually revert to unison and am 
pleased with that decision, which allows the oboe and cello to add harmonic color and texture. 
Although we recorded this with Indian tabla (percussion) accompaniment playing dadra tal 
(a six or three beat form), any rhythmic accompaniment should be rendered in two-measure 
units, accenting the first of the two as primary, as if the meter were in six instead of 3/4.

Cello parts for “If You Love Me” (96192) and “The Greatest among You” (96190) are 
available online. Visit ocp.org.

–Cyprian Consiglio, OSB Cam.

If You Love Me/The Greatest among You
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