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Christ of Ages
During the final Sundays of the Liturgical Year, the Scripture readings speak of

the end times and the coming of Christ, when the kingdom of God will arrive in its
fullness. The text of this piece, addressed to the risen Lord, is a summoning of
Christ to come in glory and bring the reign of God. The verses echo the prophecies
of peace and gladness found in the Book of Isaiah.

The piece has a march-like tempo and meter that gives it a majestic, triumphant
mood that fits with its theme. Throughout the keyboard accompaniment, the
recurring triplet figure augments this majestic feel, adding a rhythm much like a
snare drum in a marching band. The vocal parts are for SAB choir, but these full
harmonies are not necessary throughout. Again, a variation of color and timbre
keeps the piece interesting and alive. Having the men sing a verse alone, then the
women in SA, followed by an SAB verse helps ensure this variation and interest. 

During the final Sundays of the Church Year, this hymn can easily find a place as
either a gathering or closing piece. Alternatively, it could be used during Advent as
the verses connect so easily with the promises of fulfillment found in the readings
from the Book of Isaiah.
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Christ of Ages
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Christ of Ages
HORN in F Dan Schutte
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