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With These Ashes

Composer Notes
Written specifically for the distribution of ashes on Ash Wednesday, this song seeks to bring
the assembly to an understanding of the greater meaning of the sacramental and how it helps
us to enter the lenten journey. For both children and adults, the text points out that ashes are
not meant as the focus of the day, but are a help in drawing us to a deeper realization of God’s
love as we embark on the journey that calls us to acts of prayer, fasting and charity.

— Gerard Chiusano and Mary Hochman
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Assembly Edition
WITH THESE ASHES

Gerard Chiusano

Text: Mary Hochman. Text and music © 2006, Gerard Chiusano and Mary Hochman. 
Published by spiritandsong.com®, a division of OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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