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God’s Wisdom Spreads Her Table Well

Composer Notes
“God’s Wisdom Spreads Her Table Well” combines Benedictine Sister Genevieve Glen’s inspired
Wisdom text (Proverbs 9:1–6), employing strong feminine imagery, with an elegant, memorable
melody. This hymn of noble beauty is appropriate for gathering or the preparation of the gifts on
any Sunday celebration. The admonition to leave your sins behind and feast makes it an especially
strong choice for Lent.

—Kevin Keil

Textwriter Notes
The book of Proverbs presents Lady Wisdom as a gracious hostess, preparing a feast and sending
out her servants to summon all who seek life. One can imagine the prodigal of the Gospel, sharing
husks with the pigs, suddenly hearing her summons in the silence of his foolish heart, and
deciding that the time has come to abandon folly and go home. The invitation, once heard, is hard
to refuse. Wisdom’s servants—in the form of friends, a passing stranger, the words of a song, a
sentence in a book, a sudden inspiration in the depths of the heart—call us to the banquet table
that God has prepared for us in the promised city where God will dwell with us always. The
Eucharist is its foretaste: there those who answer Wisdom’s call are fed on Christ, the living
Bread, and given the living water of the Spirit to drink.

—Genevieve Glen, OSB
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Assembly Edition
GOD’S WISDOM SPREADS HER TABLE WELL

COLEMAN
Kevin Keil

Text: CMD; Genevieve Glen, OSB, © 1997, 2001, Benedictine Nuns of the Abbey of St. Walburga. 
Music © 2006, Kevin Keil, ASCAP. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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