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Composer Notes

“Give me ears to listen, give me eyes to see.
Give me words to speak and show your face to me.”

In the midst of so many distractions and duties in our busy lives, this song is a prayer to
hear God’s word, to see the presence of Christ in our lives, and then bear witness and
share how we recognize God in our lives.

Long after I wrote this song I happened upon Henri J.M. Nouwen’s With Burning Hearts:
A Meditation on the Eucharistic Life (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2003), and this song
shares a kindred spirit with the book. Nouwen parallels the story of the Road to Emmaus
(Luke 24:13–35) with the structure of the liturgy:

• Liturgy of the Word …when the two mourning disciples happened upon the
stranger, their hearts were burning with his words of comfort and challenge.
(“Give me ears to listen.”)

• Liturgy of the Eucharist …when he joined them at table, they recognized the
Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. (“Give me eyes to see.”)

• Dismissal …at that instant they set out to tell the others the Good News.
(“Give me words to speak.”)

I hope this song can help reinforce this mandate of conversion and evangelization that is
modeled in the liturgy and is the essence of our baptismal call. Possible applications
include faith formation topics such as confirmation preparation, discipleship,
evangelization, and stewardship.

Feel free to vary vocal and instrumental textures as needed: full choir, contemporary
ensemble, and/or youth choir. Of course, the assembly can handle the entire piece.
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