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*If using the Horn or Solo Instrument part (pages 6 and 7), continue through the Refrain as an Intro.
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Blessed Be the Lord

Composer Notes
This is one of my earliest composed songs and it started out as a responsorial psalm. But with today’s
emphasis on official verbatim text for the Liturgy of the Word, I expanded this into a Communion
song. It can also be sung effectively at the preparation of the gifts and for any prayer service.

Psalm 113 sings gently of God’s loving presence in creation. Psalm 117, the shortest in the psalter,
functions in this song as a doxology of praise. The simple refrain is easily learned by the
assembly, who will sing it from memory with no problem.

The tempo is larghetto, which is defined as “not quite as slow as largo but slower than adagio,
around 65 beats per minute.” On the recording you will hear slight rubato in the refrain at the final
“blessed be the Lord, our God,” and at the end of each verse.

The point is, this song is meant to be played gently, not mechanically, with a lot of breathing space.
Pianists, please play with a lot of feeling. Guitarists, please use finger-picking, not strumming.

The choral echo parts should not overwhelm the refrain melody. Verses may be sung by soloists or
choir. At my parish, we sometimes have the women and the men trade off on verses.

—Ken Canedo
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Assembly Edition
BLESSED BE THE LORD

Ken Canedo

Text: Based on Psalm 113 and Psalm 117. Text and music © 1979, 2006, Ken Canedo.
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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