Blessed Be the Lord
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Blessed Be the Lord

for Cath McGhee
(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Psalm 113 and Psalm 117 Ken Canedo
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Compoasg®N otes

This is one of my earliest composed so ~@

emphasis on official verbatim text for the .
song. It can also be sung effectively at the preparatio

ed out as a responsorial psalm. But with today’s
£ the Word, I expanded this into a Communion
b gifts and for any prayer service.

tion. Psalm 117, the shortest in the psalter,
imple refrain is easily learned by the

Psalm 113 sings gently of God’s loving
functions in this song as a doxolo
assembly, who will sing it from mem

The tempo is larghetto, which is defi as slow as largo but slower than adagio,
around 65 beats per minute.” On the rec hear slight rubato in the refrain at the final
“blessed be the Lord, our God,” and at the end of each verse.

The point is, this song is meant to be played gently, not mechanically, with a lot of breathing space.
Pianists, please play with a lot of feeling. Guitarists, please use finger-picking, not strumming.

The choral echo parts should not overwhelm the refrain melody. Verses may be sung by soloists or
choir. At my parish, we sometimes have the women and the men trade off on verses.

—Ken Canedo
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2. From the ris - ing its set - ting

3. ¢ High a - bove the earth is the Lord,
4. v God rais - es from their Sor - row,
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1. praise the High.
2. shall the name of God be praised.
~ 3. and his glo - the sky.

4. and pro - vides ing home.

5. May the peo - our God.
6. and his faith - en - dures.
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