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A Child Is Born In Bethlehem
for Randall DeBruyn, friend and mentor

Based on Puer natus in Bethlehem;
translated by Owen Alstott Barney Walker

Text © 2002, OCP. All rights reserved. Music © 2008, Barney Walker, ASCAP. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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A Child Is Born In Bethlehem
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Composer Notes
This work, like its companion piece, “Behold, Before Our Wondering Eyes” (Edition 20062), is a
mini-discourse on the history of chant. Verse 1 is an example of plain chant; verse 2 adds the
interval of the fourth and the octave of parallel organum; verse 3 demonstrates triadic harmony
with the addition of the third (fauxbourdon); and verse 4 is an example of free harmony, more
prevalent in modern chant settings. The concluding few measures are an open fifth simplification
of the contrary motion Renaissance fanfare used in the organ interludes of this piece.

Musicians approaching this piece should listen to the recording or other recordings of chant and
attempt to duplicate the feel of the music. Chant is sung by phrase, not by meter; let the text be
your guide.

—Barney Walker
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Assembly Edition
A CHILD IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM

Barney Walker

Text: Based on Puer natus in Bethlehem; tr. by Owen Alstott, © 2002, OCP. All rights reserved. 
Music © 2008, Barney Walker, ASCAP. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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