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Draw Near in Faith
for Jim Brunet on the occasion of his First Communion

Christopher Walker

© 2000, 2006, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*Keyboard may double choral parts as desired.
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Draw Near in Faith
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Cantor

VERSES 1-3 (Psalm 119)

*OSTINATO REFRAIN (q = ca. 74)
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You, O Lord, You Are Close
Based on Psalms 119:145–152;
31:2–6; 145:1, 8, 17, 18 Christopher Walker

© 2000, 2008, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*Keyboard may double choral parts as desired.
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You, O Lord, You Are Close
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VERSES 4-7 (Psalm 31)
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You, O Lord, You Are Close
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VERSES 8-10 (Psalm 145)
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Draw Near in Faith/You, O Lord, You Are Close

Composer Notes

Draw Near in Faith
This short communion anthem may be sung as the priest and eucharistic ministers receive
communion before distribution to the people. The introduction is optional, and the piece may be
sung unaccompanied. Keyboard may double the choral parts as desired; on organ, play with
manuals only. A solo instrument may play the melody.

You, O Lord, You Are Close
This prayerful chorus is written in the style of a Taizé mantra. Sing during services of meditation,
during Lent, reconciliation services, as a meditation after communion, as a prelude to mass, or any
time of reflection – especially as a call to prayer. 

As the song begins, repeat the ostinato refrain until the assembly is comfortable singing it on their
own, with the support of the choral or keyboard harmony. The cantor then sings the verses while
the assembly continues to sing the refrain, which should be repeated between verses as on the
recording. You might like to begin or end by humming the refrain. Solo instruments may play
instead of, or alternating with, the cantor. Verses from Psalms 119, 31, and 145 are provided. Feel
free to add your own verses.

—Christopher Walker
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Assembly Edition
YOU, O LORD, YOU ARE CLOSE

Christopher Walker

Text: Based on Psalms 119:145–152; 31:2–6; 145:1, 8, 17, 18. Text and music © 2000, 2008, Christopher Walker.
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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