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A Clean Heart
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Adapted from the Prayer
of St. Richard of Chichester Christopher Walker
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Composer Notes

A Clean Heart
This simple solo or unison anthem may be sung at any time when prayerful meditation is sought.
Sing it as a prelude before mass; as the eucharistic ministers are receiving communion before the
assembly’s communion procession; or as a meditation after communion. It is appropriate for Lent,
services of commitment, ordinations, RCIA celebrations, and Pentecost.

Thanks Be to You
This simple anthem of the Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester may be sung at general masses and
especially at celebrations of personal dedication or thanksgiving, at ordinations, celebrations of
commitment, professions of vows, and rites of Christian initiation (RCIA); also on Palm Sunday
and Good Friday.

A unison choir of mixed voices, women or children will be equally effective. The descant is
optional; when it is used, sing the whole piece once through in unison and then repeat with the
upper voices or a solo voice singing the descant. The accompaniment is suitable for organ or
piano. When playing on a piano, feel free to fill out the accompaniment with some gentle
movement. Guitar chords are given, and should be played in gentle finger-picking style.

—Christopher Walker
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