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  REFRAIN: 1st time: Cantor; thereafter: All
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Composer Notes

Prepare a Way
The story of John the Baptist is intimately woven throughout the story of Jesus’ birth and ministry.
John is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy that there will be one “crying in the desert.” The text of
Prepare a Way, based on John’s words and Isaiah’s prophecy, bids us to prepare our hearts to
receive the Lord whenever he comes, for he comes to bring light, joy, and peace.

The tempo and spirit of this song is very life-giving and was meant to be sung with great joy. The
key is to perform the song rhythmically but not too quickly.

You may wish to have contrasting sets and types of voices from refrain to verse. The children may
find the descant challenging. You may wish to perform the song without the descant if you are
performing the song with younger children, although it can be sung with the right amount of
rehearsal.

Tell the World
Inspired by Isaiah’s message of joyful hope, Tell the World lends itself to our most profound theme
of Advent. As adults and children eagerly anticipate receiving a great gift, this piece emits an
equal sentiment of the great gift of redemption from God, in a savior.

Children will enjoy the echoing that exists within the refrain. Divide them into two sections to
echo one another, or have a small group provide the echo. Contrasting sets of voices will provide
the best array of vocal color. You may choose to have a soloist or small schola of singers take the
verses.

—Gerard Chiusano and Mary Hochman
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