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Edition 21134-Z  Veni Sancte Spiritus

Composer Notes
“Veni Sancte Spiritus” is ideal for Pentecost Sunday. The mantra may be repeated as required with
assembly or alternated with the verses.  Ideally it would be sung during the Confirmation rite.
Musically, on account of the fairly static harmony and off-beat rhythms related to the Latin text, it
is important to sing the piece lightly and without losing the flow. Care should be taken to put due
accents on important syllables and to closely honor the stresses of the Latin text. This should
always be pre-eminent in terms of interpretation. The music invokes the coming of the Holy Spirit
through the use of repeated and ascending melodic material, finally coming to a rest. The verse
takes up the invocation by an ever-ascending melodic line and here, the invocation almost takes on
a pleading role. I have attempted to incorporate a mood of consolation into the piece. 

With the typically large assembly on Pentecost Sunday, supplemental instruments and
accompaniment would undoubtedly be useful.

—Andrew Wright
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Veni Sancte Spiritus
Attributed to Archbishop Stephen Langton, ca. 1160–1228
Translated by Edward Caswall, 1814–1878 Andrew Wright

Music © 1997, 2007, Andrew Wright. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.SA
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Assembly Edition
VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS

Andrew Wright

Text: Attrib. to Archbishop Stephen Langton, ca. 1160–1228; tr. by Edward Caswall, 1814–1878. 
Music © 1997, 2007, Andrew Wright. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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