to the choir and people
of Emporia Presbyterian Church, Emporia, KS

The Seven Last VWords of Christ

Expressed in Musidiol THR Sacild Harp
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WONDROUS LOVE

William Walker, 1809-1875
e Southern Harmony and Musical Companion

Attributed to Alexander Means, 1801-1883 Arranged by Jane Hawes
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Windham /Kedron

The First Word

WINDHAM
Daniel Read
from The American Singing Book, 1785
and KEDRON
Charles Wesley tributed to Elkanah Kelsay Dare
from Psalms and Hymns, 1738 fr The United States Harmony, 1799
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Bethel

The Second Word

William Cowper, 1731-1800 BETHEL
from Conyer’s Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 1772 Arranged by Jane Hawes
( J =ca. 60)
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Home
The Third Word

HOME
B.F. White, 1800-1879
Arranged by Jane Hawes
( J =ca. 60)
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Cross of Christ

The Fourth Word

CROSS OF CHRIST

Leonard P. Breedlove, b. ca. 1803

Anonymous Arranged by Jane Hawes
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North Port

The Fifth Word

NORTH PORT
Dr. R. Osborne, 1825
John Cennick, 1718-1755 Arranged by Jane Hawes
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VWondrous Cross

The Sixth Word

WONDROUS CROSS
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Paine Denson, d. 1955
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1707 Arranged by Jane Hawes
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Detroit
The Seventh Word

DETROIT
Stanzas 1, 2: Samuel Wesley, 1662-1735 Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820
Stanza 3: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 Arranged by Jane Hawes
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Composer Notes

This “Seven Last Words” is not so much a cantata as a “lessons and carols” service. The
choir does not sing the Words, but comments on them after they are read.

There are a number of ways the piece coul
and the imagination of the music director. ld be sung in its entirety as a
cantata, as a Lent or Holy Week observa ay, it might accompany the
Veneration of the Cross. Or, individual mojiment sung on successive Sundays
of Lent as the anthem for the day, perhaps Wednesday. A pastor might
choose to have the choir sing the individual movements in this way to accompany a
series of sermons on the Last Words.

ing on the church’s schedule

Although I originally scored the instrumental obbligato i
recorder, it may be played on any C instr
an octave higher than written.

e Seventh Word for soprano
st that a flutist play the part

Finally, most of the movements end on ag ) fifth, and I use them rather freely
throughout the piece. The open fifth is a fefifure oNlacred Harp harmony, and its empty
sound seems to me an apt illustration of a (Mristianil grief at Christ’s death.

—Dr. Jane Hawes

Suggested readings to precede eac ment:

Prologue.................... Readings: Isad "2-5; John 15:12-13

FirstWord .................. ; Luke 23:32-38
Second Word................ Readings: Psalm 22:1-8; Matthew 27:45-49
ThirdWord ................. Readings: ; John 19:23-27
FourthWord ................ Reading 1-15; John 19:28-29
FifthWord .................. Readings: -7; Luke 23:39-43
SixthWord. ................. Readings: : John 19:29-30
SeventhWord . .............. Readings: g [ uke 23:44-48

Epilogue. ................... Reading i : ohn 14:1-3



