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Bread of Heaven
Assembly, SATB Choir, Keyboard, and Guitar

Refrain based on Wisdom 16:20; Bob Hurd
Psalm 81:17; 30:12–13 Choral arrangement by Craig S. Kingsbury
Verses based on Psalm 36:6–9; John 6:35–41 Keyboard accompaniment by Rick Modlin
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INTRO  With a gospel feel (q. = ca. 84)
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Bread of Heaven
(Guitar/Vocal)

Refrain based on Wisdom 16:20;
Psalm 81:17; 30:12–13
Verses based on Psalm 36:6–9; John 6:35–41 Bob Hurd
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Composer Notes
The refrain of this Communion song combines several Old Testament eucharistic images (Wisdom
16:20: “bread from heaven;” Psalm 81:17 “honey from the rock”) with words of gratitude from
Psalm 30:12–13: “You have changed my mourning into dancing...endless praise to you.” The
verses carry this theme forward with words from Psalm 36 describing God’s providential care.
The ultimate expression of this care is a feast in God’s house where we drink from the fountain of
life. The final verse, from John 6:35, explicitly connects all of this to Jesus as the Bread of Life. 

Uses: This song may be used throughout the year for Communion. At preparation of the gifts,
Communion, or post-Communion, it complements the readings of the following celebrations:

Ordinary Time — Ord. Time 2 (C) [marriage feast at Cana]
Ord. Time 17–21 (B) [Jesus, the Bread of Life]
Ord. Time 18 (A) [feeding the five thousand)
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Ritual Masses — First Communion

Holy Week — Holy Thursday

—Bob Hurd
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Assembly Edition
BREAD OF HEAVEN

Bob Hurd

Text: Refrain based on Wisdom 16:20; Psalm 81:17; 30:12–13; verses based on Psalm 36:6–9; John 6:35–41. 
Text and music © 2008, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.
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