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The Bread That I Will Give
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Based on John 6:51c, 12:24; Choral arrangement by Craig Kingsbury
Galatians 2:20a Keyboard accompaniment by Rick Modlin
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Composer Notes
A Communion song may focus on the day’s readings (or more broadly, the message of the
season). But it may also focus on the meaning of the ritual act we are engaged in—sharing the
body and blood of Christ as our food and drink. When Jesus says, “the bread I will give is my
flesh for the life of the world” (John 6:51), he is drawing a connection between consuming his
body and blood and participating in his self-sacrifice for others. To consume the body and blood
of Christ, paradoxically, is to empty ourselves along with the one who emptied himself on the
cross. 

Peter Maurin (1877–1949), who helped Dorothy Day (1897–1980) found the Catholic Worker
movement, put it this way: “We cannot imitate the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary by trying to get
all we can. We can only imitate the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary by trying to give all we can”
(from his essay “The Spirit of the Mass, The Spirit for the Masses”). Because this self-sacrifice
lies at the heart of receiving Christ’s body and blood, this text is always appropriate for
Communion, no matter the particular readings or the season.

Uses: This song may be used throughout the year for Communion. In addition, it complements the
readings of the following Sundays and celebrations:

Holy Week/Easter Season — Holy Thursday

Ordinary Time — Ord. Time 18 (A) [feeding the five thousand]
Ord. Time 17–21 (B) [Jesus, the Bread of Life]
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Ritual Masses — First Communion

—Bob Hurd
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THE BREAD THAT I WILL GIVE

Bob Hurd

Text: Based on John 6:51c, 12:24; Galatians 2:20a. Refrain text © 1970, 1997, 1998, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
Inc. (CCD). All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music and verses text © 2008, Bob Hurd. 

Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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