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in memory of Darlene Z. Prendergast (1930–2001)

Prayer of Intercession: 
Vigil for the Deceased

Michael Prendergast
Order of Christian Funerals Keyboard accompaniment by Steve Grundy

Text © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music: Based on Dies Irae;
Chant, Mode I, © 2002, Michael Prendergast. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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Three Litanies for Funerals: Prayer of Intercession: Vigil for the Deceased
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INVITATION TO PRAYER: Presiding Minister
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Litany for the Transfer of the Body 
to the Church or to the Place of Committal

Michael Prendergast
Order of Christian Funerals Keyboard accompaniment by Steve Grundy

Text © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music © 2006, Michael Prendergast. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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Three Litanies for Funerals: Litany for the Transfer of the Body to the Church or to the Place of Committal
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Prayer of Intercession:
Funeral for a Deceased Child

Michael Prendergast
Order of Christian Funerals Keyboard accompaniment by Steve Grundy

Text © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music © 2006, Michael Prendergast. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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Three Litanies for Funerals

Composer Notes
I first wrote the intercessions for the “Vigil for the Deceased,” based on the Dies Irae (Chant Mode I),
for my mother’s funeral in 2001. The litany was later added for the section “Order of Christian
Funerals” in Journeysongs, Second Edition (OCP 510).

The Order of Christian Funerals (OCF) indicates “Having heard the word of God proclaimed and
preached, the assembly responds at the vigil and at the funeral liturgy with prayers of intercession
for the deceased and all the dead, for the family and all who mourn, and for all in the assembly.
The holy people of God, confident in their belief in the communion of saints, exercise their royal
priesthood by joining together in this prayer for all those who have died” (OCF 29).

The “Prayer of Intercession, Litany” is found in the Vigil for the Deceased ritual at OCF 78, 94;
the “Litany for the Transfer of the Body to the Church or to the Place of Committal” is at OCF
123; and the “Prayer of Intercession, Litany: Vigil for a Deceased Child” is at OCF 260. 

At the heart of these celebrations are the Liturgy of the Word and the Prayer of Intercession. These
litanies become preeminent when chanted, so the assembly may fully exercise their baptismal
priesthood while offering prayers to God for the salvation of all who have gone before us marked
with the sign of faith (cf. Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship 115c, 171).

—Michael R. Prendergast
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TRANSFER OF THE BODY TO THE CHURCH 
OR TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL

Michael Prendergast

Text: Order of Christian Funerals, © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used with permission. Music © 2006, Michael Prendergast. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved.
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Response: 1st time: Cantor, All repeat; thereafter: All
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION: FUNERAL FOR A DECEASED CHILD

Michael Prendergast

Text: Order of Christian Funerals, © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used with permission. Music © 2006, Michael Prendergast. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved.
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Assembly Editions
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION: VIGIL FOR THE DECEASED

Michael Prendergast

Text: Order of Christian Funerals, © 1985, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used with permission. Music: Based on Dies Irae; Chant, Mode I, © 2002, Michael Prendergast. 

Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

We are pleased to grant permission to reprint the assembly edition enclosed in the box at no charge 
for the special celebrations of ordination, religious profession, first Mass or funeral. Reprints must include
title, composer’s name and full copyright notice as it appears above. If not kept as a souvenir, copies must
be destroyed after use. For all other uses please contact: OCP Reprint Permission, 1-800-LITURGY.

Response: 1st time: Cantor, All repeat; thereafter: All

Lord, have mer cy. Lord, have mer cy.
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