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Text © 1974, 1979, The Hymn Society. Used with permission of Hope Publishing Company. 
Music © 2006, David Hurd. Published by TRINITAS, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Note: This choral setting of Christierson’s hymn text alternates chant-based with freely-composed statements of each of its
three stanzas. The melodic foundation of the sections in chant style is the composer’s adaptation of a traditional plainsong
Lord’s Prayer as previously adapted by Charles Winfred Douglas and found at S119 in The Hymnal 1982. This chant setting
is included on page 14.
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Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ
(Chant setting)

Frank von Christierson Chant adaptation by David Hurd
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&
b

1.

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙

E - ter - nal Spir - it of the liv - ing Christ,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

I know not how to ask

&
b œ œ œ œ ˙

or what to say;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

I on - ly know my need, as deep as

&
b
˙ ˙

life,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ ˙

and on - ly you can teach me how to pray.

&
b

2.

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙

Come, pray in me the prayer I need this day;

œ œ œ œ
œ

help me to see your

&
b œ œ œ œ œ ˙

pur - pose and your will—

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

where I have failed, what I have

&
b
œ œ ˙

done a - miss;

˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

held in for - giv - ing love, let me be still.

&
b

3.

œ
œ œ

œ œ ˙ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙

Come with the vi - sion and the strength I need

œ
œ œ ˙

to serve my God,

&
b
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙

and all hu - man - i - ty;

œ
œ œ œ

œ ˙ œ œ
œ

ful - fill - ment of my life in love

&
b
œ œ ˙

out - poured—

œ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙

my life in you, O Christ, your love in me.

Text © 1974, 1979, The Hymn Society. Used with permission of Hope Publishing Company. 
Music adaptation © 2006, David Hurd. Published by TRINITAS, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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