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The Year of the Lord
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Composer Notes
“The Year of the Lord” originated as a commission/competition offered to three composers in
Eugene, Oregon. St. Thomas More, the university parish, offered a stipend to each composer for
an original work based on the Irish tune, “Though Dark Are Our Sorrows” also known as “Air: St.
Patrick’s Day” and “The Prince’s Day.” The result was three completely different styles of music.
My adaptation was most like the original piece’s tune and spirit. Isaiah 61 was the text provided to
all three composers in celebration of the year 2000, a holy year proclaimed by Pope John Paul II,
inspiring the title of my composition.

The original title, “Though Dark Are Our Sorrows,” is misleading in that the Irish tune is anything
but sorrowful. This lively dance setting suggests a joyful, uplifting mood that I tried to capture in
my piece. The joyful exuberance of the music matches the text “Sing Alleluia, Lift your voice
with one accord, Proclaim the glory of the Lord.”

Care should be taken to avoid singing this piece too slowly, affecting the musical mood, or too
quickly, as to make the lyrics incomprehensible.

—Carl L. Derfler
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