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Roll Away the Stone

Keyboard Accompaniment by Rick Modlin
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Roll Away the Stone

(Guitar/Vocal)
Tom Conry
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Performance Notes

Roll Away the Stone is taken from the story of The Raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45), which is
the Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A. (The Third Scrutiny in the catechumenate.)

The song sets up a contrast between the Verses (sung by a Cantor or a Schola or a section) and a
Refrain done by the entire Assembly with the Choir providing a big harmonization. The Verses are
challenges—what “they have been saying” about us (Ezekiel). The Assembly ge answer in
the words of Jesus, “Roll away the stone.”

So: the guitarists pick the Verses and strum the Refrains. On the recordin
the Night (Editions 30110840, 30110847), one guitarist played capoed o
recorded in F minor; if you’re playing in E minor, you’d place the
in A minor. The other guitarist played without a capo.

Make sure to establish the melody of the Refrain before
counter-melodies in the harmonization. Note that the
descant) only occurs after Verse 4. If you’ve&t a coup
the go for it. If not, let it go by; the harmony works j

the soprano
o can nail the high A,

The Descant against Verse 4 can be sung by
ought to continue to dominate rather than the D

ion, but the Verse itself

—T.C.
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Assembly Edition

ROLL AWAY THE STONE

Tom Conry
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1. They have been say-ing all our plans are emp - ty.

2. They have been say-ing no one will re- mem-ber.
3. They have been say-ing no one hears the sing-ing.
4. They have been say-ing “All of wus are dy- ing.”
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1. They have been say-ing “Where
2. They have been say-ing pow- er rules the
3. They have been say-ing all  our strengthyi
4. They have been say-ing “All of

© 1993, Tom Conry:.

For reprint pe isit OneLicen: or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.

68371

7

0054

0

5



