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Performance Notes
Who Has Known is a contemplation of God’s greatness within the Christmas event. Even
though it is designed to be a choir piece (SATB), there is no reason why it cannot be used
with excellent results by a solo singer and harmony voice. The solo voice could sing the first
verse alone, with the harmony entering on the refrain and continuing thoughout the rest of the
song.

Who Has Known can be used liturgically, with the assembly joining in on the refrain, or it can
be used as a choir piece in a Christmas concert or a meditation song at mass. It can be used
outside the Christmas season as well.

The dynamics assume special importance for the success of this song. The verses are to be
sung softly and smoothly, as if a rich memory of the events is being experienced. The refrain
melody “moves around” more, as if the meditation has come to fruition, and therefore should
be sung loudly up to the words “to God.” At that point, the quiet resumes. The guitar(s) should
use the same loud and soft pattern as the voices, and the picking pattern is most effective
when it is perfectly steady, varying only in loudness.
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Who Has Known
(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Romans 11:33–34, 36;
Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 9:2–6 John Foley, S.J.
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INTRO Slowly, with reverence  (  = 72) VERSES

Capo 3: (E) (E sus4) (E) (Em) (Em/F )
G G sus4 G Gm Gm/A

1. O the
2. A vir gin will
3. The peo ple in

(G) (D/F ) (A/E) (E) (Em) (Em/F )
B F/A C/G G Gm Gm/A

1. depth of the rich es of God; and the
2. car ry a child and give birth, and his
3. dark ness have seen a great light; for a

(G) (D/F ) (A/E) (E) (E sus4) (E)
B F/A C/G G G sus4 G

1. breadth of the wis dom and knowl edge of God!
2. name shall be called Em man u el.
3. child has been born; his do min ion is wide.

REFRAIN (A) (D/F ) (G) (A) (Am)
C F/A B C Cm

cresc. dim.

For who has known the mind of God? To God be

Final
(G) (G/F) (E sus4) (E) (E sus4) (E) (E)
B B /A G sus4 G G sus4 G G (let ring)

cresc. dim. D.S. rit.

glo ry for ev er.
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Assembly Edition
WHO HAS KNOWN

John Foley, S.J.

Text based on Rom 11:33–34, 36; Mt 1:23; Is 9:2–6. Text and music  ©1977, John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP, 
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

To God be glo ry for ev er.
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