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have been greatly influenced by plainchant: I first sang it as a nine year old boy
and have loved it ever since. It is central to my compositional process andds, for
me, a never-ending source of wonder and inspiration.

These motets are based upon three of my favorite plainchant hymnsaTheir tunes,
superb, evocative and compelling are central to the motets. Serenity is anquality
that I greatly admire and these works should be performed with this in mind:They
should be sung with beauty, sensitivity and some rubato—theymeed to be treated
as a form of musical prayer. The motets should sound unrushed and, also display
that meditative quality which is an essential part of effective,chant-singing. The
“Three Motets of Serenity” may be sung separately or performed as a complete
work.

— Colin Mawby

TRANSLATIONS
ADORO TE DEVOTE

Godhead_ here in hidingy,whom I do adore
maskeddby these bare shadows, shape and nothing more,
see, Lord, atdhy service low lies here a heart lost,
all lost'in wonder at the God thou art.

Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived;
how says trusty hearing? That shall be believed;
what God"s Son hath told me, take for truth I do;

truth himself speaks truly, or there’s nothing true.

On the Cross thy Godhead made no sign to men;
here thy very manhood steals from human ken;
both are my confession. Both are my belief,
and 1 pray the prayer of the dying thief.

I am not like Thomas, wounds I cannot see,
but can plainly call thee Lord and God as he;
this faith each day deeper be my holding of,
daily make me harder hope and dearer love.

O thou our reminder of Christ crucified,
living Bread, the life of us for whom he died,
lend this life to me then; feed and feast my mind,
there be thou, the sweetness man was meant to find.

Bring the tender tale true of the Pelican;
bathe me, Jesus Lord, in what thy bosom ran—
blood that but one drop of has the power to win

all the world forgiveness of its world of sin.

Edition 30112803 Three Motets of Serenity



TANTUM ERGO

Come, adore this wondrous presence,
Bow to Christ, the source of grace.
Here is kept the ancient promise
Of God'’s earthly dwelling-place.
Sight is blind before God's glory,
Faith alone may see his face.

Glory be to God the Father,
Praise to his co-equal Son,
Adoration to the Spirit,
Bond of love, in Godhead one.
Blest be God by all creation
Joyously while ages run.

RORATE CAEL

Antiphon: Drop down ye heave
and let the clouds rain down on th

Sion has become like a de
the house of the sanctifi

ou consumed with grief:

th estranged thee:

t, for I am the Lord thy God,
Holy One of Israel, thy redeemer.
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ADORO TE DEVOTE

in memory of Cardinal John Heenan, Eighth Archbishop of Westminster

Andante tranquillo
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Colin Mawby
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