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A Light in Darkness
Assembly, SAB Choir, Keyboard, Guitar, and Solo Instrument

M. D. Ridge
Keyboard accompaniment by Ken Canedo
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Performance Notes
The dual time signature (6/8, 3/4) of A Light in Darkness indicates the lilt of a Renaissance dance tune:
formal yet sprightly. Take it quickly and briskly enough to not be ponderous, but at a tempo that will allow
the text to be sung clearly.

The text is dense with images that can be “unpacked” on repetition. Since the fourth verse recapitulates the
first three and ties all the images together, it is recommended that all four verses be sung.

We live in the tension between God’s reign now and God’s reign not yet. A Light in Darkness is appropriate
during Lent, for communal celebrations of reconciliation, funerals, the Anointing of the Sick and in times of
individual or community hardship—as quiet encouragement and a call to enduring faith.

—M.D. Ridge
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