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Performance Notes
This plaintive adaptation of Psalms 137 and 13 reflects the desolation, heartbreak and longing of
exiles held captive in a foreign land. It also reflects their trust in God, even when they feel
abandoned. However, a sense of exile is not merely a geographical occurrence; it exists in any
kind of alienation or estrangement. Thus, this song would be suitable for a communal celebration
of reconciliation as well as during Lent, and for diocesan and regional multicultural celebrations.

In Exile/En Exilio may be sung in Spanish alone or in English alone or, most effectively, in both
Spanish and English simultaneously. The two distinct melodies are designed to interweave and
create harmony—a musical metaphor for the unity-in-diversity of a community that embraces
these two language groups.

For instance, a community or diocese may have one choir that sings primarily in Spanish and
another that sings primarily in English. Each could prepare In Exile/En Exilio in the preferred
language; then both could sing together. A single choir could, of course, prepare the song in both
languages. It should be sung with passionate feeling.

The solo instrument parts for In Exile/En Exilio (available from the publisher, edition 70331)
come in three versions: a bilingual version in C or B�, an English version in C or B� and a Spanish
version in C or B�. Each version is different, so it is important to choose the part that fits the
language(s) being sung.

—M.D. Ridge and J.B. Cortez

In Exile/En Exilio

Prev
iew

Edition #11536



15

Assembly Edition
IN EXILE/EN EXILIO

M.D. Ridge

Text adapted from Psalms 137 and 13. Text © 2001, M.D. Ridge and Jaime Cortez. Music © 2001, M.D. Ridge.
Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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Assembly Edition
IN EXILE/EN EXILIO (Continued)
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