With Tend’rest Love

Irish Ballad Sheebeg and Sheemore
Adapted by Janet Sullivan Whitaker
Based on Psalm 121 Keyboard accompaniment by Ken Canedo
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With Tend’rest Love

(Guitar/Vocal)
Irish Ballad Sheebeg and Sheemore
Based on Psalm 121 Adapted by Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Irish Ballad Sheebeg and Sheemore
Adapted by Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Performance Notes

This is a choral adaptation of Sheebeg and Sheemore, perhaps the earliest and best-known composition
by Turlough O’Carolan, the famed Irish harper from the late 17th century. It was not originally written as
a song, but as, a single-line harp melody. Because of its octave-and-a-half range, this melody can be
rather challenging to sing as a solo or as a unison melody for assembly. Neither is recommended. The
choral arrangement, however, allows for the melodic extremes to be shared between treble and baritone
voices. The text is my paraphrase of Psalm 121. I have included some archaic language shadings as a nod
to the period in which the tune was written. “With Tend’rest Love” was written as a farewell for Fr. Peter
Conaty, an Irish friend, as he was leaving to do missionary work in Mexico.

— Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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