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VERSE 1

1. The beau ti ful moth er is bend ing low, where her ba by lies.
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VERSE 2

2. All na tions draw near to the man ger low on this ho ly night.
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Performance Notes
There are a number of ways to treat the SATB setting here: the choir could hum the first (or
second) verse while a soloist sings the melody; the whole choir could then sing the second verse,
or repeat the first as if it were a third verse. Or the entire choir can sing the entire song. In any
case, careful attention to the dynamic markings will pay off. Slight ritardandos at the end of each
sentence in the lyrics may be helpful in addition to the ones marked. The climactic phrase
(“laughs in the hay” and its counterpart in the second verse) is meant to be dissonant and should
not be softened. In the last four measures of each verse, a C instrument may play the melody
(right hand of keyboard part).

—J.F.
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The Beautiful Mother
(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Stabat Mater Speciosa
1st Verse: Sophie Jewett, 1910
2nd Verse: John Foley, S. J., 1977 John Foley, S. J.
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Assembly Edition
THE BEAUTIFUL MOTHER

John Foley, S.J.

Text based on Stabat Mater Speciosa. Verse 1, Sophie Jewett. 
Verse 2 and music © 1977, John B. Foley, S.J. and OCP. All rights reserved.
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