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VERSES 4-7:
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Composer’s Notes
Carol Jean and I had the privilege of giving workshops and concerts throughout the country of

Scotland in the Fall of 1992. While we were there we were made more fully aware of the tradition of Celtic
spirituality. One of the practices of the Celtic people was to draw a circle around themselves when they
gathered for worship. This encircling symbolized the presence of God within the circle and the warding off
of the evil one.

The first three verses are personal in nature. I find that people find great comfort in being reminded of
how our God’s love surrounds each of us. The final three verses are communal, symbolizing the encircling
of God of the entire community. The blending of the personal and the communal makes for a rich and
meaningful hymn. Following are some suggested uses:

COMMUNION

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS

MARRIAGE

RETREATS

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

RECONCILIATION

MEDITATION

COMMUNITY

ORDINATION

– C.L.
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