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Show The World

for Claire and Steve Smith
(Guitar/Vocal)

Based on Ps 85:10, Jn 1:14,18,
Eph 5:29-32, 1 Pt 3:3—4, Rv 19:6-9 John D. Becker

INTRO: Warmly (J = 60-66)
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Performance Notes

This song was written for use at celebrations of the Sacrament of Matrimofiy, during the time immediately
after the couple exchanges vows and rings. It is also appropriatefor any celebrations of marriage
(e.g. anniversaries); the performer may feel free to alter the language‘of the verses to fit the occasion. (For
example, for a 50th wedding anniversary, in verse 1, one might substitute “have‘shown the world” for “will
show the world”.)

The most meaningful wedding celebrations I have experienced have all involved at least two common
elements. First, the assembly has been an integral part of the celebration. Second, in the celebration, the
parallel has been drawn between married{loveérand the love Christ shows the Church. This song is written
with both of these elements in mind. It is not aceidental\that the creator of Psalm 85 used the word
“embrace” (or “kiss”) when describing théshoped-for coming of justice and peace. It is surely not too large
a leap to suggest that the perfect embrace of Christian marriage will show the world the intensity and
constancy of the love Christ pours out fof the Church. It is decidedly the province of the assembly to make
this request of the couple,

Toward that end, present the song simply and sot too fast, lest the sixteenth-notes in the assembly’s refrain
become overly difficult: In addition, delayany vocal harmony at least until after the second verse. Use the
alto andstenor parts when a female cantor sings the melody; use the descant when a male cantor sings the
melody.

—J B.
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