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for Tom and Nancy Drennan

Calling Me Home

(Guitar/Vocal)
Based on Psalm 23 Tom Kendzia
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Composer Notes

This setting of Psalm 23 was inspired and influenced by my love of American music, especially
folk songs, spirituals, blues, and early American church music. It was written to be sung at the
funeral liturgy, and it works well as a Communion processional. It could also work as the
responsorial psalm, depending on the circumstances. The recording on Like a River features a
distinct gospel-style presentation, but simple piano will be effective as well. The final verse is
arranged for SATB voicing, but that is optional. The use of a choir at funerals is a wonderful and
very powerful experience, and it is not that difficult to achieve if you do not have a lot of funerals.
A funeral choir can bring in folks who are free in the morning during the week and only able to
commit to singing at the funerals. The verses are meant to be a sharp contrast to the refrains, and
they offer a more reflective treatment of the text for the cantor. The refrain is meant to offer a
sense of joy and abandonment in the knowledge that we will one day not be in any need or want—
forever in the hands of God.

—Tom Kendzia
Calling Me Home
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CALLING ME HOME

Tom Kendzia
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Verses

1. The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose.
Beside restful waters he leads me,
he refreshes my soul.

2. He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake,
even though | walk through the'dark valley,
| fear no evil, with you by my side,
your rod and your/staff give me‘courage.

3. You'spread the table before me,
in the'sight,of all my foes.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

4. Only goodness and kindness
follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell
in the house of the Lord forever,
in the house of the Lord, forever.
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