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The Lord Is Kind and Merciful (Psalm 103)
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Composer Notes
The Orff accompaniment for the “Psalms of Praise” should be played solely on the Orff 
instruments without the piano accompaniment. The piano accompaniment is included in 
this collection only for when you do not have access to Orff instruments. 

Each Orff psalm setting should begin and end with the refrain. In the tradition of Orff-
Schulwerk, students are allowed input into creating the final composition. In these “Psalms 
of Praise,” the introduction, interlude, and coda for each piece will be created by you and 
your students. 

Suggestions:

INTRODUCTION

You may layer in the Orff parts one by one as an introduction. The students can help you 
decide which instrument should play first, second, etc. Allow the students to decide how 
many measures each instrument should play before adding another instrument. Another 
way to make a nice introduction is to have all the instruments start at the same time and 
simply play several measures of their accompaniment patterns.

INTERLUDE

Decide if you want to have an interlude. If so, you may play several measures of the 
accompaniment patterns between the refrain and the verse. You might also want to have 
one part play a solo as an interlude between the refrain and the verse. 

CODA

After the last refrain you may end the piece by playing several measures of the accompaniment 
patterns. You may also end the piece by layering out the instruments which means that the 
instruments will take turns stopping their pattern until only one instruments is left playing. 

I hope you and your students enjoy playing and singing to the Lord with these “Psalms of 
Praise.”

—Jane Lamb
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